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"SPECIAL EDITION!!
Southwestern Oklahoma State University
HEWS FROM THE 
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY 
SPECIAL E D IT IO N , 1979
EDITORIAL
As editors of The Sig, we are pleased to be able to 
devote the entire issue to a scholar, statesman, and true 
academician: Walter L. Dickison, Ph.D.
The success the School of Pharmacy enjoys today is 
largely dependent on the foresight and wisdom he has 
shown in his tenure as Dean.
Dr. Dickison joined the staff in Fall, 1957 with 
teaching responsibilities in the area of Pharmaceutics. 
He served intermittently as Acting Dean, being ap­
pointed Dean of the School of Pharmacy in July, 1965.
Since Dr. Dickison became Dean, the school of 
pharmacy has grown in several ways. Student enroll­
ment has increased by 100%. The allotted space in the 
Chemistry-Pharmacy-Physics Building was expanded 
with the addition of the East Wing in 1969 and further 
expanded with the completion of the Pharmacy Annex 
in 1974. Administrative and teaching staff have more 
than tripled. In addition, we have a large number of 
adjunct, off-campus faculty.
Dr. Dickison has guided the curriculum through 
numerous innovations which have mirrored the 
changes in contemporary pharmacy. Some of these 
changes are:
1. The Clinical Pharmacy rotation of St. Anthony 
Hospital which is now supervised by four full-time 
on-site faculty members.
2. The Professional Practice component of the cur­
riculum which was the pioneer program nationally and 
served as a model for other schools.
3. The Continuing Education department, which was 
operational long before the legislation requiring man­
datory continuing education of all pharmacists in the 
state.
4. An extensive Audio-Visual Laboratory for student 
use, including a television studio.
5. Several highly specialized electives, including 
Gerontology, Human Relations, Communications, Ster­
ile Products, The Dispensing of Surgical Appliances 
and Convalescent Aids.
Editorial (Continued)
We would like to express our appreciation to the alumni 
who were kind enough to respond to our call for comments. 
You can read many o f them in these pages. We feel we were 
right in our decision as the editors o f THE SIG to turn to the 
alumni and friends o f Dean Dickison for this tribute.
Dr. Walter L. Dickison
Dr. Dickison. . .born in Montrose, Missouri. . .graduated from 
Southwest Baptist (Junior) College, Bolivar, Missouri. . .B.S., 
Central Missouri State Teachers College, W arrensburg, Mis­
souri. . .taught in public schools of Missouri. . .chemistry, phy­
sics, biology; coached basketball and track. . .B.S. (Pharmacy) 
from University of Colorado and Texas. . .eight years retail drug 
store experience. . .instructor in Pharmacy, University of Colo­
rado 1949-51, 1955-57. . .M.S. and Ph.D., University of Colo­
rado. Came to Southwestern State College in fall of 1957 as As­
sociate Professor of Pharmacy. . .taught Pharmacognosy, Prin­
ciples I, and Dispensing during first semester. . .member of 
APhA, Rho Chi, Phi Delta Chi, Phi Lambda Upsilon, Sigma Xi, 
OAS, OEA, and National Conference of Teachers of Pharmacy 
and Biological Science. . .married. . .two children. Hobbies. . . 
sports, fishing, fried chicken.
[Editors’ note: The above biography was taken from the 1959 
issue of The Apothecary.]
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Reflections on Departure: 
An Interview with the Dean
Editor: W here do you see the school heading?
Dean: I think the school has a trem endous future now that we 
have Nursing and the Allied Health disciplines. I tell you 
it can be the strongest School of Pharmacy in the country.
Editor: When you look at what we have done the past ten years, 
the changes in curriculum, what would you say have 
been the outstanding changes as far as meeting the 
needs that have come about?
Dean: I think that we have been ahead of many schools on cur­
riculum for a long time, and that we make it more of a 
person-oriented program and train for person-oriented 
practice. It is wide open for Southwestern to be the 
school that can be the model for development of a qual­
ified practitioner, not an M.D., but one who can go out 
there and take care of the primary needs of the people. 
Since we have a nursing program here now, it will add 
strength to both to give them part of this education to­
gether.
Editor: What have you seen as being the role of the alumni? 
What have they added to the school?
Dean: I think the alumni have done a lot for the school, through 
the Foundation and through other ways. We are fortu­
nate to have a strong, viable alumni organization and 
have had excellent support from the alumni. I think that 
many, many schools are jealous of the fact that we have 
such fine support from our alumni in general. That 
doesn’t mean that they are all producers, but we have a 
very good group. I have great confidence in our alumni. I 
think that if I don’t abuse them, all I have to do is ask and 
the alumni would certainly give a lot of consideration to 
anything that they think would better our school. I am as 
aware as anybody that some of the alumni don’t neces­
sarily like me, but they are for the school and at least 
they have opinions. So I think our alumni are great. I 
think our alumni are probably as strong an organized 
group as any educational affiliated group in the State of 
Oklahoma.
Editor: How do you think the employment situation is going to 
look in Oklahoma for our students in the next four or five 
years? Will it continue to look good?
Dean: I can’t see any reason in the world it won’t continue to 
look good. We have held enrollment at a reasonable level 
for the last seven or eight years. There is no question 
that our people get priority in consideration for employ­
ment. They have the reputation for being knowledgeable, 
capable, and high-quality young people. You can print 
that. Yes sir you can print that because they are quality 
people. We have had so many applicants that we have 
been able to screen them down. Even some of our strong­
est competitors will admit that we have a high quality 
program. Our people do well when they go on to gradu­
ate school. They do well when they go out into practice. 
They do well when they go into one of the other health 
disciplines. And they are very much in demand. Nation­
ally, there have been pockets of unemployment for phar­
macists. There has never been anything like that for our 
school. I can’t see any as long as we keep the quality of 
our program up like it is and has been for the last 40
Editor: In the transition from teaching to being a dean, what was 
the thing you missed the most?
Dean: I miss the day to day contact with the young people. I like 
to be a school “ m arm .” That is really what I enjoy. Any­
body can be Dean. You just knock the brains out of a 
fairly good faculty m ember and make a dean out of him.
Editor: I think a lot of the alumni don’t really know what the 
Foundation does. They are not aware of all the things the 
Foundation does.
Dean: The Foundation under the house supports the house. It 
keeps it from sinking into the mud, from breaking down 
if it’s a well-built foundation. Our Foundation is a finan­
cial corporation, non-profit corporation, that provides us 
with monies to support the school. We really haven’t had 
to call on it much since we used some Foundation money 
for equipping the new wing. This is money over and 
above the income from the state. It can be used for stu­
dent assistance or for any need of the school that there is 
a viable need, for which there is no state or federal mon­
ey, or no money from any other source. It is sort of a last 
resort thing. Now I was in the naval service in WWII. 
And the way we were taught, if everything, if the motors 
failed, you were in a storm, on a ship in a storm, you 
made what they call a sea anchor. Now a sea anchor isn’t 
an anchor at all. A sea anchor is when you take masts, 
anything that is loose, lash them  all together with a 
hauser, secure the other end of that hauser to the ship. 
And throw everything overboard. It pulls the bow of the 
ship up into the wind; this holds it steady so it isn’t rol­
ling and flipping and being turned over by the wind. The 
Foundation serves the same purpose in this school. If 
everything else is not working and they have to have 
some money, the Foundation has it. Get the school 
through the storm, so it survives.
Jerry Allen told us about being in one of Dean Dickison’s early 
Pharmacognosy classes. Jerry said that if the Dean saw you day 
dreaming or falling asleep, he would stop dead in his tracks, 
stare deep into your eyes and ask you something like “ how many 
grains in a gram ?’’ When the invariably wrong answer was 
given, the Dean would say “ Oh, have they changed that answer 
recently?’’, and then he would go and beat his head on the black­
board in mock exasperation. Jerry also mentioned that when you 
asked him what would be on the next Dispensing test, the re­
sounding reply would be: “ Pharm acy!’’
Jerry Allen 
Weatherford, Okla.
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Dennis Jordan
Chief Pharmacist
Jane Phillips Episcopal Hospital
Bartlesville, Okla. 74003
I remember that in 1968 Phi Delta Chi held a “ Hippie” cos­
tume party. Dr. Dickison came dressed in a wig and beard, with 
sun glasses and a costume so good that most of the fraternity did 
not recognize him or his wife. He won best costume.
Ralph Enix 
Ralph Enix Drugs 
Kingfisher, Okla. 73750
It is easy for us to take for granted the important contributions 
that some make to our profession and well-being in today’s 
complex society. I refer to the many of those made by Dr. Walter 
L. Dickison, retiring Dean of the School of Pharmacy, South­
western Oklahoma State University.
Many innovative and practical programs have been imple­
mented at this school since he became Dean in 1965. A personal 
background in education with practical career experiences based 
on sound fundamental judgem ents have been the basis of such 
innovations.
Local, state, and national pharmacy has benefitted by his 
leadership and vision. His involvement was great and his 
achievements were many. In choosing a single accomplishment I 
would salute him for the wisdom and foresight to implement the 
Department of Clinical Pharmacy into the school curriculum. His 
development of a sound, practical program in this area has been 
a model for many other colleges and universities.
Staffing such a program with men and women of unquestioned 
ability, selection of top-notch Institutional, Clinical and Com­
munity off-campus faculty members brought a new look to to­
morrow’s pharmacy graduate by exposure to practical every-day 
world in general.
I salute Dean Dickison for this and the many other contribu­
tions he has made to pharmacy education and to all of pharmacy.
If you would be interested in attending a retirement dinner 
honoring Dr. Dickison to be held 7:00 p.m., June 23, 1979, in the 
Ballroom of the Student Union, please send this slip and remit 
$6.00 per person to Editors, The Sig, c /o  School of Pharmacy, 
Southwestern State University, Weatherford, Okla. 73096, by 
June 8, 1979. Make checks payable to “ W. L. Dickison Dinner.” 
For further details, call 772-6611, Ext. 5018.
NAME
ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY____________________ STATE______________ ZIP
PHONE NUMBER
W. A. Tate Taylor, R.Ph.
Executive Director
Oklahoma Pharmaceutical Association 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73154
I have known W alter L. Dickison, Ph.D., Dean of the School of 
Pharmacy at Southwestern, since his affiliation with that institu­
tion, and I am indeed proud that Walt is a good friend. His dedi­
cation is certainly unsurpassed. His contributions to the profes­
sion, to the State of Oklahoma and to Southwestern State Uni­
versity are far too many to be listed. Mere words are entirely in­
adequate to express the esteem, admiration, and respect that all 
who know him share. The School of Pharmacy at Southwestern 
has progressed and advanced tremendously during his tenure as 
Dean, and is certainly recognized nationally, if not international­
ly, as one of the leading institutions in this field. His untiring 
efforts, devotion, dedication and his ability to achieve his goals 
have earned not only the respect of his alums and his colleagues, 
but also that of every pharmacist in Oklahoma, and all over the 
country.
On behalf of the officers and members of the Oklahoma 
Pharmaceutical Association, I want to express our regret that he 
is retiring, although we realize he has earned and deserves some 
rest, relaxation, and enjoyment of life without the constant 
worries of former years.
The following anonymous quotation must have been written 
with Walt in mind:
That man is a success 
who has lived well,
laughed often and loved much;
who has gained the respect 
of intelligent men
and the love of children;
who has filled his niche
and accomplished his task;
who leaves the world better 
than he found it, 
whether by an improved poppy, 
a perfect poem
or a rescued soul;
who never lacked appreciation 
of earth ’s beauty
or failed to express it;
who looked for the best in others 
and gave the best he had.
Walt is such a man.
However, if he thinks that on retirem ent he will be allowed to 
sit back in his rocker and twiddle his thumbs, he is mistaken. We 
will continue to seek his advice, wisdom and counsel even though 
he is no longer a dean.
NUMBER ATTENDING AMOUNT ENCLOSED
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Kenneth Eck, R.Ph.
Eck Drug Company 
Healdton, Okla. 73438
I felt from the very first meeting with Dr. Dickison that here 
was a man who would be good for Southwestern, and good for 
Oklahoma Pharmacy. I am so glad that I was right, he is truly a 
great man. I was fortunate to be close by during the embryonic 
stage of his innovative Pro-Practice Course, and saw its birth, 
full grown, into a very workable system. To be copied is the 
sincerest form of flattery, and copied he was, with some of the 
copiers deluding themselves that it was, “ all their own idea .” 
After all of his years of hard work, I hope for Walt and his wife a 
most enjoyable retirem ent, and selfishly wish that he w eren 't.
Thomas Lout 
Wheeler and Stuckey #2 
Oklahoma City, Okla.
Dr. Dickison is a fine man. It is an honor to contribute to this 
commemorative issue of The Sig.
Keith Dodson, R.Ph.
Class of 1961 
Altus, Okla. 73521
That big finger came down in your face, and he demanded, 
“ how much does a pound of water w eigh?” Til never forget that 
“ toughie” of a question asked by the new instructor to a class of 
scared, dumb Sophomores—way back there in the fall of 1958. 
The new guy was the notorious Dr. Dickison, scaring that poor 
bunch in Calculations nearly to death. But, from that terrific 
fright has grown a trem endous amount of love and respect for 
the “ Great W hite Father” for so many of the great southw est's 
pharmacists and citizens.
It is truly a privilege to know and work with Dr. Dickison, and 
it gives each of us a great amount of pride to tell others that we 
graduated from SWSU School of Pharmacy under Dr. Dickison. I 
wish him all the best in his retirem ent and knowing him, I'm  sure 
he will make it the very best.
Bill Hunter 
Lubbock, Tex. 79413
These few words will, at best, serve as an inadequate expres­
sion of much deserved appreciation for a man who has shown 
selflessness, sincere dedication, and love for the profession of 
pharmacy. Dean Dickison is an achiever, a living example of the 
attitude all pharmacists should develop toward our profession, 
and a man who has earned the respect of those who are con­
cerned about pharmacy education, the Southwestern School of 
Pharmacy, and the profession of pharmacy. I consider it an honor 
to know Dean Dickison and to have graduated from the School of 
Pharmacy while he served as Dean.
Larry K. Warden 
Chief Pharmacist 
Saint Francis Hospital 
Tulsa, Okla. 74136
The announcement of your approaching retirement leaves me 
with mixed emotions. I'm happy for you in the accomplishments 
you have achieved in your profession, including being an 
energetic and progressive Dean, and, that now you will have 
time to pursue personal and family activities at your leisure. 
However, your counsel will be missed as the profession contin­
ues to evolve and develop new services, participate in new public 
health programs, and face various other “ challenges and oppor­
tunities.” I have appreciated the personal and professional con­
siderations you have given me over the years. It has been reas­
suring to find you on the same side of various issues, even 
though we might have been voicing “ minority” opinions at 
times. Your efforts and innovations toward improving the quality 
of training at Southwestern, upgrading the profession and its 
image, and, expanding the vision of pharmacy practitioners will 
benefit pharmacists and the public for years to come. I am ap­
preciative that my being an alumnus of “ that other school” has 
never interfered with our discussions of pharmacy education, 
goals, programs or directions. Congratulations on a job well done 
and best wishes for an active and enjoyble retirement.
Direct all correspondence to: Editor, The Sig; School of 
Pharmacy; Southwestern Oklahoma State University; Wea­
therford, Oklahoma 73096.
The statements and opinions appearing in The Sig do not 
necessarily represent those of the editors, The School of 
Pharmacy, or Southwestern Oklahoma State University, ex­
cept when stated as such.
Editor..................................................................Benny French, Ph.D.
Co-Editor..............................................................Steve Pray, M.P.H.
Photography........................................................Floyd Ulrich, Ph.D.
Printed under the direction of Jack Shelton, Director of Public 
Relations, Southwestern Oklahoma State University.
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